ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 
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NENANA BINGLES! 


The Library Congress has added Nenana newspapers and we found some interesting informa- 
tion! 


Nenana is the river transportation hub of interior Alaska. The Tanana flows southwest from 
Fairbanks to Nenana, where it heads northwest to meet the Yukon. Barges based in Nenana 
serve the interior villages on the Yukon. It is a small town that experienced a boom in the 1920s 
when the railroad was built. There were a fair number of tokens, but as we will speculate, 
there probably are other tokens that will never be discovered. 


Every token issuer in Nenana advertised in the Nenana News. 


THE ARCTIC: B-1 


In 1916 The Arctic was owned by Perusse & Taylor, but by 1918 it was 
Harry Davis and Frank Taylor. 


But by 1919, they are retiring. 

Nenana Daily News, June, 6, 1919. 

Taylor & Davis Retire; Arctic Is Now Closed. 
The popular Arctic pool hall and cigar store, 
which has been conducted during the past | Cigars -- Tobaccos -- Candies 
two years by Harry Davis and Frank Taylor, Soft Drinks -- Pool 

has been closed by the owners... 


Furnished Rooms For Rent 


HARRY DAVIS FRANK TAYLOR 
The owners of the Arctic desire to thank their 
many friends for the patronage given them 
during the time they were in business. All 
valuables left with them have been turned 
over to the Coghill store, for safe keeping, and Arctic bingles will be honored at both the 
Portland and the Terminal. 


Nenana Daily News, September 27, 1918. 


W.A. COGHILL: B-2 


In 1916, W.A. Coghill was in business with Paul Lescure 
at The Combination. Before coming to Nenana, Mr. 
Coghill ran a transportation service from Fairbanks to 
Ester. Coghill’s store remained in the family until No- 
vember, 2019. See January, 2019 issue of 
ATC&PN. 


FRESH FRUIT 


ALFRED P.J. GHEZZI: B-3 Oranges Grapefruit 
Lemons Apples 
COGHILL’S 
Ghezzi was well known in Fairbanks and Nenana Daily News, June 6, 1919. 
Nenana. 


continued on page 107 


NPI Af GO in 5 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Another rabbit hole, this time Nenana. I hope that 
you find this of interest. This issue also discovers a 
local source for cardboard bingles. 


I promised something on the Circle City Collins & 
Strait tokens a few issues ago. I made space for it 
this issue. 


The Alaska items from our October 15th auction can 
be found on page 119. We are not doing a live out- 
cry auction this time. Bids will be accepted by mail, 
email, phone and walk-in. On the evening of October 
14th, we will send out an email with the current win- 
ning bids (Not the high bids. The high bids most likely 
will be higher). This will give you a chance to bid 
again, or bid on lots with no bids. Obviously, you must 
have an email address on file with us to receive this 
update. If you do not have an email address, you may 
call on Saturday until Noon to ask about a limited 
number of items. 


Results from eBay are very interesting this month. 
Some relatively common tokens, Kwiguk for example, 
are bringing strong bids. 


Also in this issue, we are offering Alaska Masonic 
Pennies and medals, and modern metal Anchorage 
bar tokens. These are mostly from the Ken Reick 
collection. More will follow. Most are one only in 
stock. 


You get to see my Mincer Mint Mine, Babe Creek, on 
page 114. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - J.D.Williams 

Southeast Alaska Correspondent - Mike Schmetzer 
Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 
Dyea, W. A. & H., B-4a 


95.00 
480.00 


Fairbanks, Masonic Penny, B-33a unl. Obv. of 1 


Rev. similar to IT 156.00 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 25¢, B-45c 15.03 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 37.99 
Gambier Bay, Hoohah Pkg. Co.,5¢, B-la | OB600.00NB 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 5¢, B-la 31.00 
Juneau, Imperial Cigar Store, 6'4¢, B-29a 23.50 
Juneau, Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, B-30a 5.50 
Juneau, AH King, 50¢, B-42c 11.50 
Juneau, Nugget, 12'2¢, B-54b 22.00 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 2¢, B-la 21.01 
Ketchikan, The Hub, 25¢, B-19a 4.69 
Ketchikan, Lange’s, $1, B-29d 22.49 
Ketchikan, The Lotus, 12'’2¢, B-31f 37.50 
Ketchikan, Pioneer Pool Room, 10¢, B-47a 16.05 
Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, sm. loaf, B-48a 37.99 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, | Fare, B-Tla 162.50* 
Koyukuk, Dominic Vernetti, 12'2¢, B-3a 37.99 
Koyukuk, Dominic Vernetti, $1, B-3d 46.00 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $5, B-1d 166.01 
Latouche, Little, 12%¢, B-2a 179.50 
Long, Edward Willis, Bingle Long, 25¢, B-2a 34.00 
Palmer, ARRC, set of 8, B-1 a-h OBI1,500.00NB 
Seward, The Palace, 12'2¢, B-9c 30.00 
Skagway, Board of Trade, 6'4¢, B-4a 187.50 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, 10¢,B-16b 20.01 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 10.50 
Valdez, Copper Block, 12'2¢ I/T, B-4b 76.00 
Wacker, Wacker Trans. Co., one fare, B-T3a 32.00 
Hudson Bay Co., (Eastern Arctic) 25 115.00 
Sugiya Salmon Packers, $5 67.66 


OB =Opening Bid; NB= No Bid; RL=relist; R= Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it 
now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; 
SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


The bargain on last issue’s price list was the Kodiak Brown 
Bear Bus Line at $45! Oops! 
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NENANA BINGLES, cont. 


Alfred J. Ghezzi 


MEN'S 
WINTER 
CLOTHING 


Leather Shoes 
— and _— 


Rubber Pacs 


CIGARS 
E! Sidelo—Juan De Fuea 
Optimo — Custa Rey 


NOTARY PUBLIC 
Nenana News, March 2, 1922. 


PAUL LESCURE & CO.: B-4 


Nenana News, February 24, 1917. 

Paul Lescure, who recently disposed of his inter- 
est in The Combination to his partner, W.C. Coghill, 
left Fairbanks for the Outside several days ago. 
It is understood that he has taken a lease on the 
Adams’ building and will conduct a store there 
during the coming summer. 


Nenana News, August 18, 1917. 

Paul Lescure has leased the Wm. Papadopulos 
property on A street and will move his big stock 
into the place from the Adams building, farther 
down the street. Mr. Lescure is now building an 
addition at the rear of the store, which is already 
one of the largest in town. He will have a pool 
hall and bowling alley in connection with the store. 


But shortly there after he has his own business. 


BARROW STORM, 1963 


Nome Nugget, October 11, 1963. 

Tony Krier, a local businessman, is minus three houses. 
One of them, a two-storied structure, was swept inland 
and uphill for a hundred yard before it broke in two and 
was carried away by huge waves. 

Tony’s Recreation, Barrow B-1. 


BARGAINS 


Sweaters 
Shoes 


Shirts 
Pants 


Go TO 


Paul Lescure’s 


Nenana News, November 3, 1917. 


NENANA TRADING POST: B-5 


Nenana Trading Company, owned by William 
Papadopulos and Ronald P. M’Gowan, advertises 
moving into their “new home” (Nenana News, Octo- 
ber 21, 1916), and open for business (Nenana News, 
December 16, 1916). 


Nenana News, December 16, 1916 

Nenana Trading Co. in New Store Now 
The Nenana Trading company resumed business 
during the week in their new two-story building 
on A street, adjoining the New York block. The 
new place is the largest in town and is very at- 
tractive in appearance with ample room for pool 
and card tables and a large space in front for the 
display of goods. A complete line of cigars and 
tobaccos is carried in stock, as well as shelf hard- 
ware and general merchandise. 


Open for Business 
CALL AND SEE US IN OUR NEW HOME 


CIGARS and POOL 


General Merchandise 
NENANA TRADING COMPANY 


Nenana News, December 16, 1916. 
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NENANA BINGLES, cont. 


NOTICE. 

Notice 1s hereby given that the co-part- 
nership heretofore existing between the 
/undersigned, under the mame of the 
‘Nenana Trading Company, has this day 

been dissolved by mutual consent, Wil- 
‘liam Papadopulos taking over all the as- 
sets and assuming all the Habilities of 

‘said firm. R. P. McGowan. 

Feb, 26, 1917. Wa. D. Papadopulos. 


Nenana News, March 10, 1917. 


THE PORTLAND - ALF EKELAND: 


tet 


Ekeland advertised in nearly every issue of the Nenana 
News, making it difficult to find personal news of 
note. The first ad for The Portland appears in 1918. 


First and A Streets 


[THE PORTLAND 


JACKSON & EKELAND 


CIGARS POOL CONFECTIONERY 
SOFT DRINKS ICE CREAM 


FRESH LEMONS 


Nenana Daily News, May 16, 1918. 


THE RAILROAD: B-6.1 


Paul Lescure was the manager of the Railroad Cigar 
Store shortly before he seems to have had his own 
place! 
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Railroad 


Cigar Store 


Under New Management 
General Merchandise 


POOL 


acd 
Paul Lescure 


Nenana News, August 25, 1917. 


THE SMOKE HOUSE: B-7 


The Smoke House issued two cardboard tokens. Ads 
as early as 1916, and offering a Circulating Library. 
Make a note of “cardboard” and “library!” 


SMOKE HOUSE 


Oprosite Commissioner’s Office 
MARKET STREET 


NOW CPEN FOR BUSINESS 
Nice Line of 
Cigars 

Candies 
Fruit, Etc, 


CIRCULATING LIBRARY | 


Nenana News, November 18, 1916. 


NENANA BINGLES, cont. 


TERMINAL CIGAR STORE: B-8 


The Terminal Cigar Store was advertising as early as 


1916. They had two tokens, one aluminum and one 
cardboard (remember cardboard). 


The Pioneer Pool Parlor 

Ghe TERMINAL Of Nenana 
| Will Occupy New Building On “A” Street Within A Few Days | 
With A Select Stock Of | 


| MEN’S FURNISHINGS .«; 


| 
CIGARS TOBACCO 
STATIONERY CANDY POOL 


Nenana News, September 23, 1916. 

In the spring of 1917, major renovations were done, 
raising the roof by three feet to provide for “a num- 
ber of comfortable, well lighted and ventilated 
rooms have been provided, which will be offered 
to the public for rental.”’ But... “The space be- 
tween the first floor ceiling and the floor of the 
second story has been filled with sawdust, which 
serves as a very effective non-conductor of 
sound,” (Nenana News, April 7, 1917). And pro- 
vides a whole bunch of combustible material! 


The Terminal 


IS FOR SALE 
No Reasonable Offer Refused 


Yes, There’s A Reason 


Nenana Daily News, May 16, 1918. 
I could not find the reason, or any mention of a sale. 
But The Terminal is still in business in 1920. 


le 


YOU'LL FIND HIM AT 


| The Terminal | 


POOL AND CARD TABLES 
| COLD DRINKS © SMOKERS’ SUPPLIES | 
CANDIES 
Clean, Warm, Comforteb'e Rooms 


3 HARRY PAVIS JOE O'CONNOR 
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BINGLES AT THE LIBRARY 


There are several other mentions of bingles in the 
Nenana papers. 


Nenana Daily News, October 1, 1918. 

Library Books Due Here Soon. 

On one of the last boats of the season there will 
be 150 to 175 new books for the library...It is not 
known yet exactly what the amount due will be, 
but it will be between $150 and $175. 


To meet this amount bingles will be sold at five 
cents each, and a bingle collected for each book 
issued to holders of cards. This will be applied to 
new books only. 


As soon as the indebtedness is covered the bingles 
will be discontinued and the books will be free as 
heretofore. 


October 25, 1918. 
...Bingles may be obtained at Union hall. 


January 28, 1919. 

Dance in Aid of Nenana Library February Eight. 
If this affair brings in a reasonable return from 
the sale of tickets the bingles will be abolished at 
once and the library will be clear of any bills. 


February 10, 1919. 

Library Dance is Enjoyed by Many 

... The financial success of the function is due in a 
large measure to the efforts of Mrs. Katherine 
Sholseth, who enjoys the distinction of having per- 
sonally sold tickets to the value of $78. 


The use of bingles is to be discontinued immedi- 
ately. 


So this public library probably put an end to the “cir- 
culating library” offered by The Smoke House. 


But wait, there’s more - turn the page. 


Nome Nugget, May 7, 1952. 

PE. HARRIS, FOUNDER OF SALMON FIRM, 
DIES AT 81. 

Seattle, AP - Prince E. Harris, founder of the PE 
Harris and Co. Salmon Packers, died here Mon- 
day after a long illness. He was 81. 


Canneries at Hawk Inlet and False Pass. 


WAR TAXES 


Nenana Daily News, October 27, 1917. 
War Tax Problem Satisfactorily Solved. 


The management of the Coliseum has hit upon a 
plan by which it is thought the war tax question 
will be settled to the satisfaction of all concerned. 


The government states plainly that the war tax must 
be paid by the persons paying for such admis- 
sions to theaters, etc.. To enable the public to do 
this without annoyance, the management of the 
Coliseum will use bingles. There will be two kinds. 
For a twenty-five cent show there will be a three 
cent bingle and for a fifty cent show the bingles 
will have a face value of five cents. 


Until other arrangements can be made, all bingles 
are to be purchased at the box office window and 
must be turned in to the cashier before an admis- 
sion ticket will be issued. Any amount of bingles 
may be purchased at any one time. 


Nenana Daily News, April 29, 1919. 
Soft Drinks to Carry Taxes as from May First. 


Under the head of special taxes, Section 8, Ar- 
ticle 244 reads as follows: 


“A new tax, effective May 1, 1919 is imposed on 
soft drinks, ice cream and similar food and drinks 
for consumption at the place of sale. The tax is 
one cent on each ten cents or fraction thereof paid, 
and is payable by the purchaser.” 


Local pool hall proprietors and others dealing in 
soft drinks and ice cream are now trying to figure 
out just how much a bingle will be worth after the 
new law goes into effect. 


Presumably, these were all made of cardboard. 


Nenana Daily News, May 8, 1918. 

Bingles of the Nenana club may be used by mem- 
bers of the organization for contributions to the 
Soldiers’s Tobacco fund. They will be cashed for 
that purpose, at the request of members desiring 
to contribute. 


We have no record of tokens from the Nenana Club 
(Nenana Commercial Club?). Perhaps these were 
also cardboard. Why am I “pushing” cardboard? 
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CARDBOARD BINGLES 


Cardboard is very perishable and less likely to sur- 
vive than metal. My assertion is that those tokens 
mentioned in the left column were most likely made 
of cardboard, which just deteriorated to the point 
where they were disposed of. An example of a less 
than well preserved cardboard token is shown below. 


Adding to this possibility is the fact that the Nenana 
News offered bingles in their advertisements. 


We Print vem 


MELE RURAMNA NEWS 


October 21, 1916. 


PRINTING 


November 11, 1916. 
The Smoke House and The Terminal used cardboard 


tokens. Ron Benice suggests that The Terminal to- 
kens could be from Cordova. The Terminal Cigar store 
is only mentioned in the Cordova Daily Times twice 
(1915), both in reference to its closing. They ran no 
ads. 


But with the Nenana News advertising to print bingles, 
I have to believe that there are others that have not 
survived to this day. 


NENANA MONTE CARLOS! 


1897 1898 


MONTE CARLO 


UNDER AUSPICES OF 


Nenana Commercial Club 


pennies nip 
VF oYME OLD-TIME DANCE HALL 
t + 
4 ALLO 
af 
¥ 


OD 


ao 


} 


ont nen rth 
? H 
‘oo Se 


Time 922 


Place 


Price 


Four Dance 


One Dollar 


Tickets willbe Gieen with Price of Admission 
DANCE COUPONS—2 FOR 18 Conte 


Nenana News, March 11, 1922. 


Nenana News, March 2, 1922. 

Preparations Underway for Big Monte Carlo 
Preparations are well underway for the big Monte 
Carlo dance to be given by the Nenana Commer- 
cial club... St. Patrick's Day... 


The old Alaskans who were here before 1900 will 
see nothing new but will see a reproduction of the 
dance hall of 1897 and 1898. 


One of the novel features of this dance will be the 
“bar.” Old timers may be disappointed when they 
place their foot on the rail and “name their drink” 
because of certain laws well known to us. 


Every time a lady brings a man up for a drink she 
gets a bingle as house percentage. The lady hav- 
ing the most bingles by one o'clock will be awarded 
a beautiful prize. 


This seems to be “standard operating procedure” 
during Alaskan Monte Carlo nights. 


It is surprising to me that Nenana could support two 
Monte Carlo nights within two weeks of each other! 


Nenana News, April 1, 1922. 

Laherty Benefit Tonight: Exciting Time is Assured 
The lid will be off tonight at Union Hall. Prepara- 
tions are complete for the big entertainment and 
dance to be given for the benefit of Ed Laherty, 
popular oldtimer who is at present a patient in the 
Government hospital, with toes and hands miss- 
ing, as the result of freezing during the winter, 
and with knees so badly frosted that it will be a 
long time before he can leave the hospital. 


The benefit will be staged under the auspices of 
the Nenana Igloo No. 17, Pioneers of Alaska, 
which is a guaranty that all of the details have 
received careful attention. There is to be dancing 
and gambling of all kinds, just like the days of 
‘98 and, in the absence of gold dust, special 
Nenana money will be placed in circulation for 
the occasion. Three prizes are to be awarded to 
the ladies receiving the largest number of bingles 
and there probably also be a prize for the person 
possessing the largest sum in Nenana money at a 
given hour. 


NENANA: Nenana Money, Nenana Igloo No. 17, 
Pioneers of Alaska, April 1, 1922. The front has 
dark green printing over a pea green/yellow 
underprint. The back has dark green printing over a 
lighter green underprint. Removed from a photo 
album, black paper still adhering. Actual size 
180mm by 76mm. Originally shown August 2017, 
page 61. 
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COLLINS & STRAIT 
CIRCLE CITY 


In the June issue we showed you a hoard of Collins 
& Strait tokens from Circle City. Looking at those 
tokens, a thought occurred to me. 


The obverse die on all tokens looked the same, but it 
was used on three different size tokens on different 
planchets. 


BES 


The 10 cents token is 21mm on brass planchet. 


The 25 cents token is on a 27mm octagonal alumi- 
num planchet. 


The One Dollar token is on a 28mm round aluminum 
planchet. 


Looking at these, the obverse die looks the same. 
Since I can’t take accurate measurements, the best I 
can do is blow up the center and compare the die 
work. The “8” is a bit wonky. The positioning of 
“AL” in Alaska are the same. Everything seems to 
match up. The only way to be certain would be to 
get actual size photos and superimpose them upon 
each other. 


So how could they use the same obverse die in this 
manner? All three tokens have a broad flat area out- 
side of the center design. My guess is that the 25¢ 
and $1 blanks were prepared with the beaded border 
and rim, with a large flat area in the center on both 
sides. The obverse and reverse dies would then be 
centered and the tokens pressed. 
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JOE ANICICH 


The Library of Congress surprised us by putting a 
Tanana newspaper on Chronicling America! 


Yukon Valley News, Tanana, July 6, 1909. 

The building next to Charlie Smith’ place on 
Front street, at the corner of Campbell avenue, 
which is being constructed by Joe Anicich, will be 
occupied by a saloon to be opened not later than 
Aug. 1. Besides being in an excellent locality, the 
building will be large and fitted up second to none. 


The Pioneer will continue business at the old stand 
down the street, regardless of the new enterprise. 


SOCCC CSCS T CCST CCS CSTSUS TST SUITES) 
Headquarters for the Traveling Public 


PPL PPL LP PLLA PLL PRP PP PRR 


‘Pioneer and Tower Houses 


Two First-class Resorts 


The Ke nin {us (ined up and furnished at i a wer ni Hise May Cost 
itt 


e my. ane te oy are cere Ue affard a lot more eonsfort 


an be wd at othe 


: Joe Anicich, Se ge 
LLALALLDRLRLILRAGRLHIRLLLLLLALER) 


Yukon Valley News, Sept. 22, 1910. 


3 
J 


The Charlie Smith referred to above was proprietor 
of the Yukon Saloon, who issued the famous “Dog 
Salmon or Drinks” token. 


J.W. BYBEE, TANANA 


Yukon Valley News, March 30, 1911. 
In a pamphlet of 
the Jacksonville 
Commercial Club, 
advertising the 
City of Jackson- 
ville, Ore., J.W. 
Bybee is mentioned as the president of the Bank 
of Jacksonville and is referred to as one of the 
substantial citizens of the place. Mr. Bybee is an 
old resident of Tanana who got the hunch to go 
outside in 1907. Many of his old tillicums will be 
glad to hear of his good fortune -- and sorry to 
reflect that had he remained with them he might 
not have fared altogether so well. 


D.W. LEWIS 
ALASKA TRADING POST 


Benice notes that Lewis had trading posts at Tanana, 
Kokrines, Louden, Nulato and Ruby as well as 
Yukokakat. 


In 1910, Lewis Trading Post was 138 miles down 
river from Tanana. 


TABLE OF DISTANCES 


FROM 


Black’s Hotel, Tanana 


ON LOWER YUKON RIVER 


MILES 
Old Station ...000000 60 eecccece eeee 15 
Gold Mountain ceeding : S| ee 20 
PR UMNTE Wigs 5 6 2c265 2.64550 « bane ¥ baba hs oy 5a 
Birches... er eras | 
Portage Roadhouse .............. dens ware OF 
Carlines..... ...........0.. 6 00 od, Maesue 
Mouse Point Treading Leisssiate akeeeees (OO 
Kokrines......... Da SPaboane 243 0e 
DOSSIES 6 oeia nearer deena HITS NEN ST . 107 
Melozi Portage ...... 0.02.20... 2. 119 
Melozi. : S64 2temns ccs ‘AOD 
Lewis Trading Post. (aAiRie awe waned 138 
SCOCK IAT Hs ooo 6-6 cise 6d re-aie via Rajaien's aewiacne avin 145 
Louden....... ..... .... 205 WRLEG ESS Sade ce 163 
Bishop Mountain..... jaw ainda eiivous vere LOG 
Ae So ehalameaei oat F pepsis a's sins oe LOE 
Nulato.. be RAECHIS sada e ities £2 Oe - baa 216 


Yukon Valley News, Tanana, December 10, 1910. 


{To the 


Notice to Creditors. ; 


Probate Court, at Ruoy, Nulato 

| Precioet, Fourth division, Terri- 
tory of Alaska, before A. J. Day- 

ton, U nite ‘d States Commissioner, 


and ex officio Probare Judge. 


In the matter of the estate of David 
. Lewis, deceased. 
Notice is hereby given that the un | 
| dersivoed has beeo duly appoinied ad 
| Ministrator of rhe estate of David W. | 
| Lewis, deceased 
All persoos having claims ayaiost | 
said estate are required to) present | 
them duby veri fed, with proper 
youcbers attached. 10 the undersivued, 
at Roby, Alaska, within six (6) mo rouhs | 
| from the ate of this potvce. 
Dated Ruby. Alaska, April 4b. 1925. 
Vance R. McDonaxrp, 


i 

| 

| Adiniuistraror, 
JOHN W. Dunn, | 
| 

| 


i 


Atloruey. 
First publication, 
Last pubheation, 


Kusko Times, McGrath, April 18, 1925. 


April 18, 1925. 
May 16 1925 
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MING@R MINT MINE - BABE CREEK 


Over the years I have acquired various 
pieces of mining equipment. They are not 
of much use except as yard art. This sum- 
mer, I had the motivation to do something 
with them. This motivation came in an odd 
way. 


We had the roof torn off our house, right 
down to the tongue and groove ceilings, and 
had it rebuilt and insulation added. All the 
wood in this display was salvaged from the 
roof (except the softball bat on the rocker 
box). The frame for the gravel pad are 4 x 4s that were on top of the T&G ceilings. These were also used on 
that thing that looks like a well (I’ll get to that). I used the 1 x 10 facia boards (the edge of the roof) to build 
the rocker box, and that thing that looks like a well. 


I acquired the dredge bucket many years ago. After we sold 
our house up on Chena Ridge, it was moved up to my 
neighbor’s house until I figured out what to do with it. Build- 
ing the gravel pad gave me a place for it, and my neighbor 
was kind enough to bring it down and set it in place. Fortu- 
nately, he has equipment that can move such a heavy object. 


The hydraulic giant/monitor/water cannon was a more recent acquisition (December 2017, page 86). I pur- 
chased two of these, and gave the larger of the two to the neighbor mentioned above. You will note that there 
is a gap between the bottom piece and the cannon itself. I am trying to find this missing piece. It is a Joshua 
Hendy #2, just in case you have one just laying around. 


You can see two steam points laying on the gravel. These were driven into the frozen ground to thaw it in 
preparation for dredging. 


Finally, the well-like thing. It represents the head of 
adrift mine. In the winter, miners would build a fire 
to melt the frozen ground. They could melt about 6 
inches per day. They would melt the ground down 
to bedrock (as deep as 100 feet or more), and then 
“drift” along the bedrock looking for gold. I built 
that for only one reason - the bucket. 


“The bucket came from Babe Creek, a tributary of 
Vault Cr. (vicinity of 4 mile Elliott Hwy). It was sit- 
ting next to the shaft it was used in. And I packed 
the son of a bitch out three miles on my back, along 
with other possession, thru deep muskeg, chased by 
bears and eaten by gnats and mosquitos. Second 
week of August, 1981.” signed F. Bruce Haldeman. 


As to the wagon wheel, it came with the house and 
I had to put it some place. 
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ALASKA MASONIC S The following are silver colored base metal except as 


. . noted. 
Masonic Pennies 


Constitutional Convention, 1981, 35mm __—‘8..00 


Anchorage: B-28bI, but brass, 32mm, AU150.00 
Communication Medals 


Ses 


Fairbanks: B-33b, engraved RW on rev., =— — 
32mm, AU 150.00 1st Annual, Anchorage, 1982, 35mm 8.00 
As above, not engraved 150.00 


150.00 2nd Annual, Fairbanks, 1983, 35mm 8.00 


(ees. 7-0 198 


Palmer: B-3a, AU with luster. 175.00 


4th Annual, Anchorage, 1985, 40mm 8.00 
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33rd Annual, 2013, bronze, 38mm 


2017, bronze MW J.Bishop, bronze,38mm _ _—‘8.00 


Orient of Alaska, Valley of Juneau, 
Scottish Rite, Knights of Saint Andrew, 
gold colored base metal with multi- 
colored enamel. 45mm, illustration 
reduced. 


x 
an) 


— L— 
aa 


osSH 
a” i 


Al Aska Temple, (Anchorage), Purchase 


trade. Aluminum, 25mm. 5,00 Centennial 1967. CN, 40.. 8.00 
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Barry’s Baranof Lounge, “Premium,” not 
valid with entertain., blue alum. 32mm 8.00 


JJ’s Cocktail Lounge, good for one drink, 
brass, 31mm. 


Carpentier’s Cocktail Lounge, Dave’s 
Alaskan Trade Dollar, 1967, ox. silver 
colored base metal, 39mm. 10.00 


Jim Lyons, La Cache, good for | free drink, 
blue aluminum, 38mm. 6.00 


Denali Bar, no date, good for 70¢ in trade, 
copper, 31mm. 8.00 


MONTANA CLUB 


ROARING 20°S< fi “ONE DOLLAR 


ANCHORAGE... J 


IN TRADE 


As above, 1966 
As above, 1967 8.00 8.00 


iu 
af vl 
saree 


As above, 1969, good for 75¢ in trade, Nikko Gardens, Bamboo Room, one free 
brass, 33mm 8.00 drink, gold alum., 35mm. 6.00 
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Sourdough Bar, Gordy & Lorene, 25¢ in 
trade, brass, 28mm. 8.00 


O’Neil’s Trade Dollar, good at Brown Jug, 
Green Bottle, Richmond Lounge, Sham- 
rock Inn, 1967PC, Bronze 40mm 6.00 


As above, 70¢ in trade, brs. 32mm 8.00 


SPENARD 
Oriental Gardens, good for one drink, 


Alaska Centennial (1967) brs. 32mm 8.00 


Carousel Lounge, (Spenard), good for one 
free drink, 1967, brass, 25mm 8.00 


Oriental Gardens, $1 in trade, 20th anniv. 
brass, 25mm. 6.00 


Golden Whale, good for 1 Drink, 1965, 
Aluminum, 35mm 


The Pines, Trade Dollar, 1968, ox. silver 
colored base metal, 32mm 


Trade Winds Lounge, $2 I/T, brs. 32mm _ _—8.00 
The Reef, speak for $1 in trade, brs. 29mm _ 6.00 
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MAIL BID AUCTION 
OCTOBER 15, 2022. 


This replaces our traditional live, out cry auction 
Bids accepted until 5PM October 15 
By mail: Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave. Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone: 907-452-6461 By email: alaskararecoins@gmail.com 


ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS ESTIMATE 


252 Alakanuk Tokens: Alstrom Trading Co., 25¢, 50¢, $1, $5 and $20, B-1, a,b,c,d,f, all AU/BU 60. 
253 Chatanika Token: Dempsey Hotel, N.G. Cox, $1, B-3c, XF with surface corrosion, not bad. 25. 
254 Cleary Token: Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a, Fine or better. 25: 
255 Fairbanks Token: Brown Derby, 5¢, B-10a, XF or better. 50. 
256 Fairbanks Tokens: Pastime Cigar Store, 5¢, 10¢ and 25¢, B-44 a,b,c. All uncirculated. 30. 
257 Fairbanks Tokens: Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, 10¢ and 25¢, B-45 a,b,c. XF or better. B. 


258 Kwiguk Tokens: Alstrom, 50¢, $1, $5, and (2) $10. B-1 b-f. The two lower denominations are quite worn, 
the $5 and $10 are XF or better. This is a neat set in that one of the $10 tokens is triangular, while the 


other is made of red fiber. 5 pieces. 60. 
259 Long Token: Bingle Long, Edw. F. Willis, 25¢, B-2a, XF, some light scratches. 25. 
260 Nenana Token: Alfred P.J. Ghezzi, 25¢ in trade, B-3all, VF 25. 
261 Fairbanks Trade Dollar, 1959. Originally issued in gold plated brass, this example was minted in 1964 

(dated 64 on the edge) in sterling silver (.57 ASW). A scarce token. 50. 
262 Alaska Purchase Centennial, 1967. Silver and bronze set struck by the Philadelphia Mint. Housed in 

acustom Capital Plastics holder. Very attractive. 35. 


263 Anchorage Moose Gooser Sterling Silver Medal, 1967. Officially, the Kiwanis-New York Life Centennial 
Steam Railroad, it ran from the Alaska Railroad depot to the International Airport. It is reported that 
only 20 sterling silver medals were made. This is the first example we recall offering. Also included 
are (2) cupronickel and (1) brass. This is an odd four medal set. On one of the cupronickel medals, 
the train is going to the left. All have the standard Alaska Purchase Centennial totem reverse. This 


is a rare opportunity to fill in a missing A-67 medal. 100.+ 
264 Fairbanks, Great Alaskan Flood, 1967. Set of three medals: sterling silver, bronze and brass in a custom 
Capital Plastics style holder: “Presentation Set No. 38, 100 minted in silver.” 50. 


265 Portage, Alaska, Portage Glacier Lodge Gold Rush Bar, Good for one ice worm cocktail; Portage Glacier, 

Home of Million Year Old Ice. Set of 2: sterling silver and brass, serial number 1. Howcool isthat? —_100. 
266 Seward, 1968 and 1969 Silver Salmon Derby sterling silver and bronze medal sets. Both are number 13, 

in their original boxes. 1.076 ASW. 40. 
267 Anchorage, Pages of Progress, 1920-1970, Golden Anniversary, set of large (63mm) .999 silver and bronze 

medals in original boxes. The silver contains 4.771 troy ounces. Also included is a set of two smaller 

silver and bronze medals in a custom Capital Plastics holder. Four medals. 200. 
268 Discovery of Gold Medals, 1972. This is one of our favorite Alaska medals. The obverse has a gold 

panner and the legend “Discovery of Gold / Yukon 1896, Nome 1899, Fairbanks 1902.” The reverse 

has a gold dredge and the legend “1867 Alaska 1972 / Built on the Quest for Gold.” Its companion 

is a copper medal. Both have tiny gold nuggets in the gold panner’s pan. A couple of dark spots are 

noted on the copper medal. Two pieces. 50. 
269 Mount McKinley National Park Souvenir Medallion, circa 1972. Set of two, silver and cupronickel. 

The obverse depicts the old Park hotel before it burned down, the reverse a view of the Mountain. 

The silver medal is still it its original plastic sleeve (.78 oz. ASW). Two pieces. 35. 
270 Trans-Alaska Pipeline Medal Set, 1974 to 1977, with display case. Extremely popular during the con- 

struction of the pipeline. We dare say the case is rarer than the medals! The set is comprised of 12 

medals: (1) 1974, (4) 1975, (4) 1976 and (3) 1977. We will make it a Baker’s Dozen and throw in the 

#6 mule (struck with the reverse of #5). 13 ounces of silver. 500. 
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ALASKA MEDALS, cont. ESTIMATE 


271 First Barrel of Oil Plaque. The first barrel of oil from Prudhoe to Valdez was hauled by dog sled by Red 
and Randy Olson. This includes two bronze medals and a vial of oil. Sold in 1977, this is the first we 
have seen in over 40 years! 50+ 
272 Anchorage, 1976 American Revolution Bicentennial, set of .999 silver (.685 oz. ASW) and bronze. In the 
original display box, limited to 500 numbered sets. Made by Lombardo Mint in Canada. 
273 Alaska, American Revolution Bicentennial, 1976, by the Franklin Mint. Set of silver (in original display 
case) and bronze. Very attractive featuring a totem pole, Russian church and gold panner. 
274 State of Alaska Half Ounce Silver Medals, 1990. Alaska Precious Metals had the contract with the State 
from 1989 to 1991 before bankruptcy and minted only 1,300 half ounce silver medals featuring a styl- 


ized on walrus on the obverse. Fractionals of all years have become difficult to find. Two pieces. 100. 
275 Iditarod One Ounce Silver Medal, 1990. This was the second year these were issued with a mintage of 
only 2,000. 100. 


276 State of Alaska Fractional Silver Medals. Over the years the fractional silver issues have rapidly declined 
in mintage. Offered here is a small collection with mintages shown in ( ): 2002 1/20 (839); 2002 1/10 
(985); 2002 1/4 (941); 2012 1/20 (80); 2012 1/10 (100); 2012 1/2 (100). The 2002 featured the King Crab, 
while the 2012 issued featured the grey wolf. All of these are much scarcer than the one ounce 
version. Six pieces. 100.+ 


ALASKA LICENCE PLATES 


277 Experimental Licence Plates. Quoting from State code: “Experimental vehicles. A vehicle manufacturer 
or distributor may apply for experimental plates. A plate is issued under this section may be used only 
on an experimental vehicle present in the state. The vehicle manufacturer shall certify to the department 
that, at the conclusion of testing, the experimental vehicle was destroyed of removed from the state... 
In this subsection, “experimental vehicle” means a vehicle in the developmental stage that has not 
yet reached production in the United States.” Those of us who live in Fairbanks have seen cars on 
the roads with camo-like coverings and all the trade mark emblems covered. These are the first 
Experimental plates we have seen. One seller on the Internet is asking $99.99 for one plate. The 
plates are the traditional blue on yellow without the flag in the center, and the word “Experimental” 
at the bottom. This set of plates is used, but in excellent condition. These plates expired February 
2020 (stickers on one plate). A set of two plates with the same number. 100.+ 


ALASKA BOOKS 


278 Eskimo about the Bering Strait, by Edward Nelson, 1899. This is a two volume set of the 18th Annual 

Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution. The first volume, over 500 

pages is Nelson’s report on the Eskimos about the Bering Strait. The second volume is Indian Land 

Cessions in the United States (nothing about Alaska). We are selling these two volumes together. 

In very good condition, and quite massive with numerous plates and illustrations. 350. 
279 Alaska Almanac, 1909, by Harrison Publishing Company, Seattle. Covers all facets of Alaska life and 

includes business directories for Juneau, Fairbanks (and the creeks), Nome (and surrounding areas). 

Many token issuers are listed in the directories. Condition leaves a bit to be desired as the covers 

are separating (but taped). Still a valuable resource. 50. 
280 The Compiled Laws of the Territory of Alaska, 1913, Compiled, Codified, Arranged and Annotated by 

the Joint Committee on Territories of the Senate and House of Representatives. Massive, 924 pages 

of what we presume is very dry reading. What makes this interesting is that it is stamped “Property 

of Alfred J. Ghezzi.” Ghezzi issued tokens in Nenana (B-3a). A nice item to go with the previously 


offered token. 50. 
281 Tentin Tok series of books. Makes me shiver just looking at the photo of the “Tent in Tok” in the 
winter. 6 small paperback books, about 40 pages each. 25. 


282 Ruben Gaines books. Ruben Gaines was the poet laureate of Alaska from 1973 to 1978. The best way 
to describe these are collections of tall tales. Sure to amuse on a cold winter night. 10 small 
paper back books 29; 
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